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Dea Chairman Risling:

Thank you for your letter of March 12, 1992, concerning the Yurok Interim Council's
decision to file Yurok Tribe v. United States in the U.S. Claims Court.

The Hoopa- Yurok Settlement Act, 25 U.S.C. § 1300i-8(d)(2)(i), authorizes the Interim
Council to adopt a resolution waiving any claim the Yurok Tribe may have against the
United States arsing out of the provisions of the Settement Act. Section 2(c)(4) of the
Settlement Act, 25 U.S.C. § 1300i-l(c)(4), spells out the conseuences to the Yurok
Tribe of refusing to adopt such a resolution. It provides as follows:

The --

(A) apportonment of funds to the Yurok Tribe as provided in
sections 1300i-3 and 1300i-6 of this title;

(B) the land transfers pursuant to pargraph (2);
(C) the land acquisition authorities in pargraph (3); and
(D) the organizational authorities of setion 1300i-8 of this title

shall not be effective unless and until the Interim Council of the Yurok
Tribe has adopted a resolution wæ.ving any claim such tribe may have
against the United States arsing out of the provisions of this subchapter.

It is clea that the Interim Council's decision to file the above-reference claim in the
U.S. Claims Court meas that the same consequences follow as if it fails to enact a
resolution waiving claims against the United States. Therefore, unless and until the
Interim Council waives the Tribe's claims and dismisses its case against the United
States, it wil neither have access to its porton of the Settlement Fund, nor wil title to
all national forest system lands within the Yurok Reservation, and to the portion of the
Yurok Experimenta Forest described in the Settlement Act, be taen in trst for the
Yurok Tribe. In addition, the Secreta wil be unable to proc with acquisition of
any lands or interests in land for the Yurok Tribe, or with spending any appropriated
funds for this purpse.
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At this time, we canot grat your request to establish Hoopa trbal access to the funds

that remain in the Hoopa- Yurok Settement Fund as a result of the filing of Yurok
Tribe v. United States. We have not made a fial determination concerning the legal

status of these funds in the absence of a Yurok trbal resolution waiving claims against
the Unite States, and ths issue wil be referred to the Solicitor's Office for an
opinon. We wi advise you of our determination once the legal evaluation is
complete.

Pleae let us know if we ca be of any furter assistace in this matter.

Sincerely,

~~æn


